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Abstract:

Climate change is one of the most important social, economic, ecological and ethical issues of the 21st
century. The effects of climate change on human health are now widely accepted as a genuine threat and
the Australian Government has initiated policy and legislative responses. In addition, in the 2009-2010
budget the Australian Government has committed A$64 billion to public health and hospital reform. But will
this Commonwealth funding support--and should it support--the government's high-profile climate change
policy? Does Commonwealth funding translate to an obligation to support Commonwealth policies? This
article explores the role of public hospitals as champions and role models of the Australian Government's
climate change policy and how this might be done without detracting from the primary purpose of public
hospital funding: improving patient care.
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Resource Description

Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security, Glacier/Snow Melt, Sea Level Rise,
Temperature, Unspecified Exposure

Food/Water Quality: Other Water Quality Issue
Water Quality (other): Ocean temperature
Food/Water Security: Food Access/Distribution, Nutritional Quality
Temperature: Extreme Heat, Fluctuations
Geographic Feature: @
resource focuses on specific type of geography
Rural, Urban
Geographic Location: @

resource focuses on specific location
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Non-United States
Non-United States: Australasia
Health Co-Benefit/Co-Harm (Adaption/Mitigation): &

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases

A focus of content
Health Impact: @
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Infectious Disease, Mental Health/Stress, Morbidity/Mortality
Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: General Foodborne/\Waterborne Disease, Other Diarrheal
Disease

Vectorborne Disease: General Vectorborne, Mosquito-borne Disease
Mosquito-borne Disease: Malaria
Mental Health Effect/Stress: Other Mental Disorder
Medical Community Engagement: &

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation, Mitigation

Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource
Policy/Opinion

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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